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I’ve often talked about the goal of a wel-
coming society, a nation where no one is dis-
missed or forgotten. Our progress toward
that goal is really the great American story.
It is a story of inclusion and protection ex-
tending across our history to more and more
Americans.

And that story’s not over. There is still
work to do. We must all do our duty and
play our part. And I hope today we have
made a good beginning.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Steven J. Tingus, director, Resource
Development for the California Foundation for
Independent Living Centers, who introduced the
President.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Blueprint for the
‘‘New Freedom Initiative’’

February 1, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Enclosed please find the blueprint for my

‘‘New Freedom Initiative’’ to increase invest-
ment in and access to assistive technologies
and a quality education, and help integrate
Americans with disabilities into the work-
force and into community life. I look forward
to working with the Congress to ensure that
these proposals are enacted into law and to
working together to ensure that every Amer-
ican with a disability has access to the Amer-
ican dream.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Proclamation 7404—National
African American History Month
February 1, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In 1915, Carter Godwin Woodson, the fa-

ther of Black history, founded the Association
for the Study of African-American Life and
History. Each February, the Association pro-
poses a theme to guide the celebration of
National African American History Month.
For this year, the Association has chosen
‘‘Creating and Defining the African-Amer-
ican Community: Family, Church, Politics,
and Culture.’’

This month in particular, we remember
the stories of those who have helped to build
our Nation and advance the cause of freedom
and civil rights. We remember the bravery
of the soldiers of the 54th Massachusetts In-
fantry Regiment and the sailors of the USS
MASON in service to our country. We re-
member those who marched on Washington,
sat at whites-only lunch counters, and walked
rather than use segregated buses. And we re-
member those, known only to each of us,
who helped to build our families, places of
worship, and communities.

When we examine our Nation’s history, we
discover these and countless other stories
that inspire us. They are stories of the tri-
umph of the human spirit, tragic stories of
cruelty rooted in ignorance and bigotry, yet
stories of everyday people rising above their
circumstances and the prejudice of others to
build lives of dignity.

This month, and throughout the year, let
us celebrate and remember these stories,
which reflect the history of African Ameri-
cans and all Americans. We can all enjoy the
works of writers like Paul Laurence Dunbar,
James Weldon Johnson, Zora Neale Hurston,
and Langston Hughes. In our Nation’s
schools, our children can learn to admire
Booker T. Washington, Sojourner Truth,
Frederick Douglass, and others. And Ameri-
cans from all backgrounds can be ennobled
by the examples of Thurgood Marshall, Roy
Wilkins, Whitney Young, Mary Church
Terrell, and other civil rights leaders.
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